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Middle Fork Project Area Fuel Reduction Program

Project Recommendation #2

Title: Tree Mortality Removal Program 2018 Continuation

Applicant: Foresthill/lowa Hill Firesafe Council

County Plan project references: 1) Western Slope Placer County Community Wildfire Protection
Plan (CWPP), 2) DMA 2000 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (FEMA approved), 3) Cal Fires unit
fire plan, and 4) the Foresthill/lowa Hill Risk Assessment Mitigation Systems Plan.

Total Project Cost: $124,000
Application agency contribution: $74,500
Request of funds: $49,500

Recommendation of funds: $49,500 (maximum amount allowed < 40% of total project)

Summary of Project: The Foresthill/lowa Hill Firesafe Council, in cooperation with the Monte
Verde Estates, Trailhead Estates, Michigan Bluff, and Foresthill Firewise Communities, Cal Fire
NEU Unit, USFS, Placer County Fire Alliance, and other partners, propose a program to assist
homeowners in removing dead or dying trees within the 150’ defensible space of structures in
the Foresthill/lowa Hill FSC MFP nexus area. Last year, projects funded through the MFP
allowed removal of 259 Tree Mortality Hazard trees in the Foresthill/Michigan Bluff MFP areas.
This program will continue to help address the Governor’s October 30, 2015 State of
Emergency Proclamation on Tree Mortality, and the Placer County Board of Supervisors
Resolution # 2015-253 “Proclaiming A Local Emergency Due to Tree Mortality in Placer -
County”, and current goals of the Placer County Tree Mortality Task Force. Dead or dying trees
resulting from extreme prolonged drought, pine beetles, and other tree parasites will be
removed, thus reducing the risk to public safety, ingress and egress, structures, and perform
fuel management activities that support a reduction in potential fire in the Middle Fork Project
(MFP) area. This area is a critical forested watershed and protection of it is of paramount
importance along with the forest communities that are critical to our economy. Trees infested
with beetles will be treated according to best management practices, including felling and
covering with plastic to help reduce beetle spread, and eventually removed. The FSC and
Firewise Communities will work with partners to identify individuals in need, perform site visits to
identify necessary work and provide educational materials, and coordinate with local agencies,
contractors, and volunteers to complete tree removal work.

These individual properties are dispersed throughout our communities and may be the one
property that prevents an entire community from being defensible or fire safe. This program
could help ensure consistent fuels reduction throughout a community, and reduce the risk of fire
spreading from the individual property into the community or neighboring structures as well as
protecting the MFP area from fire originating in these communities and spreading into the
watershed. ‘

The entire region is listed by Cal Fire as a “Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone”. The
neighborhoods are on the Federal Register list of “Communities at Risk” because wildfires,
originating in the canyons, progress rapidly up the steep slopes, threatening property and lives.
These fires can also originate in these forested communities and progress into the canyons,
threatening this critical watershed.
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This program will assist in removing approximately 75 additional dead or dying trees adjacent
to, or within, strategically placed fuels reduction project areas planned for 2018 or completed
within the past 5 years. This project is adjacent to Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Bureau
of Reclamation (BOR) lands, U.S. Forest Service Tahoe National Forest (USFS) lands, and the
PCWA Middle Fork Project area. The Foresthill/lowa Hill FSC and the area Firewise
Communities have continually worked on private lands to create strategically placed shaded
fuelbreaks and educate the communities on defensible space. This has been accomplished
through volunteer hours, private dollars, Middle Fork Project grant funds, grants from NRCS and
grants acquired by the Foresthill/lowa Hill FSC through the California Firesafe Council
Clearinghouse from BLM. These combined dollars amount to $339,800. Over the past two
years, we have used $224,000 of these funds to match towards this project.
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